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Directive on Ct Interpreter/Translator Compensation 

Compensation 



A. Standard hourly fees for ct. interpreters 
 

Oral language interpreters 

    Class A (certified): $55 

    Class B (noncertified):  $45  

    Class C (noncertified):  $40  

    On IA’s roster or other state’s roster of court interps. 

    Unclassified (not A, B, or C): $25 

 

Sign language interpreters 

    Class A (certified): $70 

    Class B (noncertified): $45  

 

Admin Directive on Court Interpreter & 

Translator Compensation (Sept 2016) 
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Admin Directive on Court Interpreter & 

Translator Compensation (Sept 2016) 

B. Exceptions to Standard Hourly Fees 
1.  No exceptions (unless approved by SCA) for interpreters of:  

 American Sign Language  

 Arabic   

 Bosnian/Serbian/Croatian  

 Cantonese 

 French 

 German 

 Mandarin  

 Polish 

 Spanish  

 Somali 

 Swahili  

 Vietnamese 
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Admin Directive on Court Interpreter & 

Translator Compensation (Sept 2016) 

B. Exceptions to Standard Hourly Fees 

2.  Interpreters of languages not listed in B.1 

(previous page): the court may grant a fee higher than 

the standard fee -- but the higher hourly fee may not 

exceed the following limits:  

 $50 per hour for a noncertified oral language 

interpreter, 

 $65 per hour for a Class A certified oral language 

interpreter, 

 $75 per hour for a Class A certified sign language 

interpreter. 
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Admin Directive on Court Interpreter & 

Translator Compensation (Sept 2016) 

B. Exceptions to Standard Hourly Fees 

3.  Only state court administration (SCA) may 

grant a fee higher than the limits in section B.2 – 

and only if: 

a) A regional or national search is necessary to 

obtain the services of a qualified interpreter,  

b)  A diligent search for a qualified interpreter has 

found the interpreter to be the most qualified and 

geographically closest interpreter available, and 

c)  Paying a fee that exceeds the fee in B.2 would 

cost less than employing the next geographically 

closest and comparably qualified interpreter. 
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Admin Directive on Court Interpreter & 

Translator Compensation (Sept 2016) 

C. Fee for Translating Written Documents 

1.  Standard fee = 18 cents per word in the source 

document 

 Preference given to interpreter/translator on Iowa’s 

Roster, but district court administration (DCA) will 

conduct a regional or national search to locate a 

qualified translator who will provide services for the 

standard fee before granting higher fee. 

2.  Exceptions – If DCA has not located a qualified 

translator after conducting a regional or national search, 

DCA will contact SCA, which will locate a qualified 

translator and negotiate a fee. 
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Admin Directive on Court Interpreter & 

Translator Compensation (Sept 2016) 

3.  Fee for translating recorded communications   

involving an LEP person 

 a)  DCA will solicit cost estimates for providing the requested 
written translation from at least two qualified translators.  

 b)  DCA will then contact SCA to review the two estimates and 
decide whether a third estimate would be appropriate. 

 c)  If the State Public Defender (SPD) or local public defender 
office will be responsible for paying the translator, SCA will review 
the cost estimates with the SPD; the SPD may solicit additional cost 
estimate(s). 

 d)  SCA will then approve one of the translators and submit the 
translator’s information and fee to the DCA; the info will be 
included in the Order Appointing a Translator. 

4.  Minimum translation fee = $20 per document or 
group of documents related to a single party or case. 
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Admin Directive on Court Interpreter & 

Translator Compensation (Sept 2016) 

D.  Compensation for Interpreter Agencies 

1.  Providing Spanish interpreters:  Agency will 

receive the standard fee based on interpreter classification 

2.  Owner of agency provide interpreter services:  

The interpreter will receive the standard fee in sec. A. 

3.  Exceptions:  May be granted only by SCA. 
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Admin Directive on Court Interpreter & 

Translator Compensation (Sept 2016) 

E.  Definition of Contractual Terms 
1.  Contracted time:  The amount of time that a court 
interpreter agrees to provide interpreting services. It includes the 
start and estimated finish times for the court proceeding identified 
by a court employee, a representative of the entity that will pay 
the interpreter, or the applicable court order.  

2.   Trial day or a full day:  7 hours.  It begins at 8:30 AM, ends at 
4:30 PM 

  Excludes one hour for lunch; other breaks will be paid time.  

 If the lunch period exceeds one hour, the interpreter will be 
paid for the extra lunch time as “waiting time.”  

 If the court proceeding actually begins before 8:30 AM or 
extends beyond 4:30 PM, or an LEP party or that party’s 
attorney requests interpreter services before a court 
proceeding begins, after it ends, or during the lunch break, the 
interpreter will be paid for the additional time worked.  
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Admin Directive on Court Interpreter & 

Translator Compensation (Sept 2016) 

E.  Definition of Contractual Terms 

3.  All morning:  3.5 hours (including break time), from 

8:30 AM to 12:00 PM, unless the morning session actually 

begins earlier or ends later than these times. An 

interpreter will be paid for break time. 

4.  All afternoon: 3.5 hours (including break time), from 

1:00 AM to 4:30 PM, unless the afternoon session actually 

begins earlier or ends later than these times.  

5.  Half day: 3.5 hours (including break time), consistent 

with the definitions of an “all morning” and “all afternoon” 

(above). 
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Admin Directive on Court Interpreter & 

Translator Compensation (Sept 2016) 

F.  Minimum Interpreting Time 

1. One hour minimum for each morning and one hour 

for each afternoon. 

4. Exception:  Must be approved by SCA prior to the 

interpreted event – only in extraordinary circumstances 
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Admin Directive on Court Interpreter & 

Translator Compensation (Sept 2016) 

H.  Reimbursable Travel Time 

1.  Only for travel outside one’s county of residence. 

2.  Calculation:  total round trip miles from interpreter’s 

residence to the courthouse and back – divided by 60 

(miles per hour).  Note: SCA uses Google Maps to check 

the mileage. 

3.  Multi-day proceedings:  Office that pays interpreter 

may determine that it is less expensive to pay lodging and 

meals than to pay travel back home overnight.   

 Note:  interpreter may choose to stay overnight at 

a hotel – or to drive home and come back the next day – 

BUT the interpreter will receive the amount for the less 

expensive option. 
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Admin Directive on Court Interpreter & 

Translator Compensation (Sept 2016) 

I.  Travel Expenses: Mileage, Lodging, 

Meals & Airfare 

1.  When travel expenses are necessary, DCA will negotiate 

with the interpreter to reasonably limit expenses. 

2.  Hotel and meals limited to state approved rates 

(hotel: $65 + taxes/fees per night;  meals: breakfast = $5, 

lunch = $8, dinner = $15) 

4.  If SPD will pay the interpreter, SPD must approve the 

travel expenses prior to order appointing the interpreter. 

6.  Meals reimbursed only if interpreter received approval 

in advance for overnight lodging. 
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Admin Directive on Court Interpreter & 

Translator Compensation (Sept 2016) 

I.  Travel Mileage, Lodging, Meals & Airfare 

Continued….. 

7.  Mileage may be approved only the SCA – and only in 
extraordinary circumstances.  

  SCA will consider whether paying mileage and hourly fees 
will cost less than employing the next geographically closest 
qualified interpreter without paying mileage.   

  See I.4, above – SPD also must approve if SPD will pay the 
interpreter. 

9.  Proceeding unexpectedly extended an extra day and 
interpreter resides more than 100 miles from courthouse: may 
obtain lodging & meal expenses without prior approval. 

10.  Hazardous travel conditions:  may obtain lodging & 
meals. 
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Admin Directive on Court Interpreter & 

Translator Compensation (Sept 2016) 

L.  Parking Costs 

  Actual parking costs are reimbursable up to $8 per day 

without a receipt, but limited to $2 for each one hour of 

interpreting time (without a receipt). 

 Up to $15 per day with a receipt. 

Not limited by interpreter’s county of residence. 
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Admin Directive on Court Interpreter & 

Translator Compensation (Sept 2016) 

M.  Notice of Cancellation of Agreement 
1.  Cancellation of a scheduled proceeding:  Interpreter receives 

notice of cancellation when a court employee, attorney representing the 

person who needs the interpreter, or employee of the office that will 

pay the interpreter delivers notice to the interpreter via:  

   Email – to the address provided by the interpreter 

    Voice or fax message – to the phone/fax number provided by interp. 

    Personal communication by telephone with the interpreter or a 

representative of the interpreter at the number provided by interpreter 

    -- NOT when the interpreter actually receives the message. 

2.  Cancellation of services by the interpreter is governed by 

Iowa Court Rule 47.3(13). 
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Admin Directive on Court Interpreter & 

Translator Compensation (Sept 2016) 

P.  Submission of Fee Claims 
1.  Interpreters must submit a fee claim to the court within 
45 days after completing services for a court or legal 
proceeding. 

3.  The SPD has authority under IA Admin Code [IAC] 
493-13.2(2) to “reasonably deny, reduce, or otherwise 
modify the payment to a court interpreter or translator 
whom the SPD is required to pay” even if a judge has 
approved the fee claim. 

 An interpreter may appeal the SPD’s action by filing an 
application for review with the District Court (see IAC 
493-13.3)  

 The SCA cannot overrule the SPD and is not authorized 
to pay the interpreter the amount of fees rejected by the 
SPD. 
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Admin Directive on Court Interpreter & 

Translator Compensation (Sept 2016) 

P.  Submission of Fee Claims 
Continued….. 

4.  SCA personnel may also reduce or otherwise 

modify an interpreter’s fee claim if:  

     (a) claimant incorrectly calculated fees or expenses, 

     (b) the fees or expenses are not authorized by Code, 

Court Rule, or the Admin Directive,  

     (c) claimant failed to obtain prior approval of claimed 

expenses, or 

     (d) claimed time or fees exceeded amount approved in 

advance. 
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Questions?? 
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